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President Trump’s arrival in Beijing today for his first visit to China since 2017 marks a high-stakes 

opportunity for tactical stabilization of the world’s most consequential bilateral relationship amid active 

US-Iran conflict, energy market disruptions, and entrenched economic-technological rivalry. The summit 

offers prospects for modest economic deliverables, diplomatic signaling on Iran, and a managed pause in 

competition that serves both leaders’ near-term domestic and geopolitical objectives.  The core agenda 

centers on three interlocking priorities: managing trade and economic imbalances, addressing technology 

and critical minerals competition, and navigating acute security flashpoints (Iran and Taiwan). 

Discussions will also touch AI frameworks, fentanyl precursors, and broader regional stability.  

 

• Trade & Economy: Trump seeks expanded 

Chinese purchases of US goods and further 

market access. China wants tariff 

predictability and reciprocal investment 

frameworks. Expect announcements of 

specific purchase commitments and progress 

toward structured trade oversight 

mechanisms. Full resolution of imbalances is 

improbable; incremental stabilization is the 

realistic ceiling. 

 

• Technology, Minerals & Supply Chains: Competition over semiconductors, AI, and rare earths 

remains intense. Limited cooperation on supply chain resilience or AI risk dialogue is possible, but 

fundamental decoupling pressures persist. China’s dominance in critical minerals gives it leverage; 

US efforts to diversify will continue regardless of summit atmospherics. 

 

• Security (Iran & Taiwan): Trump will press for Chinese help on Hormuz/Iran de-escalation. 

Beijing will reiterate “red lines” on Taiwan, including opposition to major arms packages. No 

breakthrough on Taiwan is expected; language may emphasize dialogue and stability. Symbolic 

elements (Temple of Heaven visit, state banquet) will reinforce personal rapport. 
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Chart showing recent US-China trade surplus trends (monthly data through early 2026) 

 

Possible Compromises on Major Issues During the Summit 
 

The Beijing summit is structured for pragmatic, issue-specific compromises that can deliver near-term 

economic and diplomatic breathing room without altering the fundamental US-China strategic 

competition. Expect transactional deals centered on trade purchases, critical minerals access, and indirect 

Chinese facilitation on Iran, paired with firm US resistance to meaningful concessions on Taiwan or core 

technology controls. These compromises would extend the fragile late-2025 trade truce, provide visible 

deliverables for both leaders, and create structured dialogue mechanisms—while leaving underlying 

rivalries intact and requiring robust US follow-through and verification 

 

Trade and Economic Imbalances: The US objective is to secure large-scale Chinese purchase 

commitments and institutionalize management to stabilize flows and support domestic sectors. Chinese 

objective is to gain tariff predictability and reciprocal investment access while avoiding renewed 

escalation. 

Likely Compromise: China announces concrete purchase packages (agriculture, aerospace, energy). US 

commits to a “Board of Trade” mechanism for ongoing oversight and limited, conditional tariff relief or 

exemptions tied to compliance. This extends the truce without resolving structural deficits 

 

Critical Minerals, Rare Earths, and Technology: The US objective is to secure reliable access to inputs 

for semiconductors, defense, and clean tech while protecting export controls. China’s objective is to ease 

US restrictions and secure technology flows or investment. 

Likely Compromise: China provides supply guarantees or eases curbs on key minerals; US maintains core 

export controls but engages in dialogue on non-sensitive areas and accepts structured forums. Limited 

carve-outs or cooperation on AI risk frameworks are possible as sweeteners. Full decoupling is avoided in 

favor of managed interdependence. 



Security Issues (Iran/Taiwan): On Iran, the US objective is Chinese diplomatic pressure or facilitation to 

help end the blockade to stabilize global energy prices/inflation.  On Taiwan, the US objective is to 

maintain support for Taiwan’s self-defense and deter coercion.  China’s position on Iran is to avoid direct 

alignment against Iran while protecting its energy interests and gaining US goodwill.  On Taiwan, China 

seeks a secure pause, delay, or reduction in US arms sales and stronger “one China” signaling. 

Likely Compromise: China engages Tehran behind the scenes to encourage de-escalation or reopening 

pathways. The US publicly credits the constructive Chinese role and ties progress to economic deliverables. 

On Taiwan, minimal substantive movement. Possible US delay in finalizing/announcing specific large 

packages for optics management, combined with rhetorical emphasis on peaceful dialogue and stability. 

China receives no rollback of core US policy 
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